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Monday, May 25, is Memorial Day.  It is the one day set 

aside solely to honor the ultimate sacrifice that so many 

men and women have made.  To the families of those who 

gave all, our thoughts and our gratitude are with you.  

 

The annual Memorial Day Ceremony will be at Ross 

Plaza at 2:00 p.m.  Maj Gen Dahl will be the guest 

speaker.  Soldiers of 6 CID polished the memorial and 

helped clean up Ross Plaza for the event. Your humble 

service, given each year, honors our fallen brothers and 

sisters.  Thank you. 

 

New Ramp Meters 
 

On Monday, May 18, WSDOT activated the ramp 

metering devices (aka lights) for I-5. The first two days 

had backups of over a mile and wait times to get on the 

highway were long and frustrating. I have good news… 

 

WSDOT took our observations and immediately fine-

tuned the system to reduce the queues.  As of yesterday, 

traffic did not even make it to Wilmington during rush 

hour after having been backed up almost to Bob’s Hollow. 

A big thanks to them for fixing it right away. There are 

still things WSDOT is doing with data collection and 

adjustments  that will improve the wait times. There are 

things we can do, too, though.  WSDOT has excellent info 

on ramp meters here: 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Traffic/Congestion/rampmeters/  

You can learn a great deal about the system, so it will be 

worth your time to check it out. Here are answers from 

WSDOT to questions we’ve heard: 

 

Why does WSDOT install ramp meters?  

WSDOT uses ramp meters to reduce accidents and 

decrease travel times for commuters. Most ramp meters 

allow only one vehicle through each green light, creating a 

4 to 15 second delay between cars entering the highway. 

This delay helps reduce disruptions to freeway traffic and 

reduces accidents that occur when vehicles merge onto the 

highway. 

 

How do I use them?  

Drive your vehicle up to the white line, or stop bar, to 

trigger the ramp meter. If the light is red, stop at the white 

line. When the light turns green, merge onto the freeway.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If there is a high occupancy vehicle (HOV) bypass lane, 

buses, carpools and vanpools do not have to stop at the 

ramp meter signal. They have the right of way over 

vehicles merging into traffic from the metered lane.  

 

When I went out to watch the festivities, I noticed a lot of 

people didn’t go on green right away or understand the 

HOV bypass concept. BTW, the HOV lane violation is a 

$124 fine and messes up the metering system, so please 

don’t be tempted to cheat. Learn more about HOV lanes 

here: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/HOV/  

 

Why is the light for I-5 South so close to the top of the 

ramp at Exit 118? 

Another big thanks to WSDOT because the Regional 

Director personally went out to the ramp to check and then 

contacted the City to explain that a large portion of the 

ramp is actually a bridge over railroad tracks.  The bridge 

is quite long due to the angle of crossing.  Installing 

infrastructure in and on bridges is costly, takes a lot of 

extra time and generates more annual maintenance.  In this 

case, the light would have to be before or after the bridge 

portion.  Installing it after the bridge did not leave enough 

room for acceleration and merging, so it sits before the 

bridge.  A little closer than you might expect, but for good 

reasons. 

 

The new ramp metering is part of a long-term and 

concerted effort that WSDOT is putting forth to improve 

congestion on I-5.  Another big project close to home is 

the work along the JBLM corridor.  The website for that is  

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/I5/JBLMImprovement

s/default.htm There are maps, FAQs, and lots of 

information about the addition of lanes and work on the 

overpasses that is proposed to be complete 2020.  
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